Successful treatment of acute allograft failure using pneumatic biventricular assistance.
A 61-year-old man underwent orthotopic heart transplantation complicated by acute allograft failure. Management entailed placement of two ventricular assist devices, and there was subsequent hemodynamic stabilization. Ventricular assistance continued for 8 days, at which time graft recovery resulted in successful explanation of the devices. Subsequent recovery was uneventful, and the patient was discharged on the 28th postoperative day. Methods of optimizing interoperative device cardiac output and synchronous-mode weaning are discussed.